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was left to Krishnappa Nayak of Gingee,a Vijayanagara chieftain
to carry out the various reconstruction and improvements for
the tower, dwajasthambam, garhagriha etc., of the temple. All
those renovations took place in 1599. Further extensions and
construction of vimanam and mandapam etc., were made in the
first half of the 17th century also.
Let us now turn to the mythological stories connected
with this divya desam. The stories connected with this divya
desam are related to Bavishyotra puranam Kshetra kandam
in the chapters dealing with Krishna kshetra mahatyam. The
Chitra kuta vaibhavam and the mythological stories connected
with the divya desam are told by Vyasa Maharishi to Jaimini
rishi.
Once upon a time in Kiruta yugam, Kanva rishi undertook
deep penance on the top of Meru parvatham. After a number of
years, Perumal appeared before him and asked him to choose his
boon. Kanva rishi asked for moksham and he wanted Perumal to
rid him of the desire to live in this world. The Lord then replied
that he had to live for some more time in this world. He advised
him to visit all the punya theerthams, perform homams and do a
lot of charity and go to Pundarikapuram where Visvakarama the
divine architect had at the behest of Brahma created a town in the
form of a lotus. Perumal advised him to go to that place known
as Pundarikapuram, and said that there will be a pushkarini by
name Pundarika pushkarini. He asked Kanva rishi to go there
have his bath and worship him and that in due course He would
appear and then grant him his wish. Kanva rishi accordingly
moved from Mem parvatham due south and reached a place
which was full of thillai trees. In the midst of that thillai vanam,
he saw Pundarikapuram and started his penance. The severity
of his penance attracted the attention of Indra and other devas.
They were worried that Kanva rishi may be having an eye on
becoming very powerful and acquiring all their kingdoms. The
devas led by Indra went to Satyaloka and shared their fear
with Brahma. Brahma assured Indra and other devas about
the harmless nature of the penance of Kanva rishi. However,
they all went and met Lord Sankara in Kailash. Lord Siva also
assured them .that the muni was not aspiring either for Brahma